
Manitou Conference Priorities 2011-2013 Worship Service 
 

The following worship service was put together by President Ted Harrison in consultation 
with the Manitou Sub-Executive. The intent of the service is to share the visioning process of 
Manitou Conference and help people get a sense of how we might find our way into “new ways 
of being church.” Please feel free to adapt the service—and the accompanying slide-show—to 
the needs and norms of your pastoral charge! You might note, for instance, that the script has 
“personalized” elements for presentation at Trinity United Church in North Bay. You’re 
encouraged to do similarly for your own charge! Also, multiple hymn suggestions are included, 
allowing for variances in what hymns your church knows, or which hymnbooks they have! For 
some of the refrains, it may be preferable to print the words in the bulletin, if you have arranged 
for the legal right. 

 
Please be in touch if I can be of any further help. 
 

Blessings, 
 
~ted  
Ted Harrison (Rev. Dr.) 
Trinity United Church 
111 McIntyre St East 
North Bay, Ontario, Canada P1B 1C5 
(705) 474-3310  
www.trinitynorthbay.ca 
 

“Worship Script” 

1. Prelude Music 
 

2. Opening/Processional Hymn: “The Day You Gave Us, God, is Ended” VU 437 
 

3. Introduction: 
Friends, as many of you will be well aware, the church today is in a great stage of 
challenge and change. It may be that the church many of us have grown up with will no 
longer be recognizable to us in just a couple decades. It may be that “the day thou gave 
us, God is ended.”   
Today’s worship service is a service that will be presented to churches throughout 
Manitou Conference—that part of the United Church of Canada that spans so much of 
North-Eastern Ontario. It is a visioning of the church that took place at the recent bi-
annual gathering of Manitou Conference that takes place every two years. At our 
meeting in June of 2011 at Kirkland Lake, we became so excited about the directions in 
which God is calling Manitou Conference, that we felt there was a need for a service of 
worship that would share those insights with energy and creativity, with all our 

http://www.trinitynorthbay.ca/


churches! Let’s open ourselves to the nudging of God’s Spirit… please join me in the 
“Call to Worship” as printed in your bulletin. 
 

4. Call to Worship: 
One: The church of Jesus is always reforming, changing, responding to God’s call. 
All: We treasure the legacy of days past.  
One: The church of Jesus is always reforming, changing, responding to God’s call. 
All: We look to the challenge of our future.  
One: The church of Jesus is always reforming, changing, responding to God’s call. 
All: In the tension between past and future, God forges us anew. 
One: Let us explore the church- past, present, and future- together. 
 

5. Introit: “The Church is Wherever” VU 579 or “Where Two or Three are Gathered” (MV 
14) 
 

6. Prayer of Confession: 
Introduction: There’s a story about a woman who brought home a plaque that said on it, 
simply, “PRAYER CHANGES THINGS.” She put it in her kitchen, above her sink: “PRAYER 
CHANGES THINGS.” Her husband came home and said, ““PRAYER CHANGES THINGS?”-- 
Take that down, please.” The wife said, “Why should I? Don’t you believe in prayer?” He 
responded, “Yes I believe in prayer, but I don’t believe in change!” 
As we think about our church today, and how it responds to the challenge of actually 
changing, let’s pray together the prayer that is printed in your bulletin, and written by 
famous preacher William Sloan Coffin, Jr. It’s a prayer that God will keep us just a little 
nervous and able to change! 
“O God, whose mercy is ever faithful and ever sure, you who are our refuge and our 
strength in times of trouble—visit us, for we are a people in trouble. We need a hope 
that is made wise by experience, and undaunted by disappointment. We need an 
anxiety about the future that shows us new ways to look at new things but does not 
unnerve us. Amen.” 
 
(A moment of silence for personal confession) 
 

7. Assurance of Pardon: 
The work of God is achieved not only through human hands, but through the mystery 
and the majesty of God’s Holy Spirit. Even the Rock of God’s church is liable to shifting, 
and a dynamism that will melt and forge us in new directions. Let us be faithful, 
forgiven, and unafraid. Amen. 
 

8. Sing: “Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New” (three times) MV115 or “Let Us Talents 
and Tongues Employ” (VU 468) 
 

9. Children’s Time:  



Have a conversation with the children about the many people who don’t come to 
church, and how coming to church can be difficult when you don’t know what to expect. 
What would be scary about coming to church when you’ve never been to church 
before?  (They might not know our songs, our prayers. They might wonder if they have 
to dress differently, or believe strange things. They might think that there’s a secret 
handshake!) 
In church today, we’re going to be talking about how to be more welcoming, how to 
open our doors to people who don’t know if they will feel welcome here! And that 
might mean that we need to change, to make sure we really are more welcoming! 
Amongst other things, we might have to teach new friends some of the things that are 
really important to us—like the prayer that Jesus taught to us! 
 

10. The Lord’s Prayer (spoken or sung, after which the children proceed to Sunday School) 
 

11. Scripture Reading:  Matthew 16:13-19 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but 
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But 
who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God." And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven." 
 

12. Hymn: Though Ancient Walls (VU 691) or “Draw the Circle Wide” (MV 145) 
 

13. Presentation: “Where is God Calling Manitou?” 
 

Insert here whatever version of the A/V Presentation you care to use. People are likely to be very 
intrigued by the newspaper headlines that speculate about how to most faithfully respond to 
God’s call. They vary from the sublime to the shocking—and are touched with great faithfulness 
every step of the way! In usage at Trinity North Bay, the presentation was about 16 minutes in 
length. 

14. Hymn: “As a Fire is Meant for Burning” (VU 578) or “Spirit of the Living God” (VU 376) or 

(VU 639) “One More Step” 

15. Announcements 
 

16. Offertory: Christ has established the rock of his church—but that church can and will 
change. We bring before God our gifts—and through the church those gifts are intended 
to bless the world. The offering will now be received. 



 

 

17. Offertory Music? 
 

18. Presentation of the Offering: “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” (VU 541) 
 

19. Blessing the Offering: 
God of overflowing blessings—use these treasures, and use your church, as an 
instrument of blessing. As a place of service, as a people of hospitality, as a means of 
invitation. Accept, bless and multiply these gifts—that we might become the people 
your world so desperately needs. Amen. 
 

20. Prayers of the People: 
For our Pastoral Prayers this Sunday, we pray together a prayer attributed to the late 
Roman Catholic Bishop Oscar Romero, who was clearly very aware of the limits and 
challenges of the changing church. Let’s take this prayer to heart, as well as holding it up 
to God. Here is Romero’s prayer: 
 It helps now and then to step back and take the long view 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts; it is even beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction 
of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way 
of saying that the kingdom always lies beyond us. 
No statement says all that can be said; no prayer fully expresses our faith; 
No confession brings wholeness; no program accomplishes the Church’s mission; 
No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 
 
That is what we are about: we plant seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, knowing that hold future promise, 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities. 
 
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realising that. 
This enables us to do something, and do it very well. It may be incomplete 
but it is a beginning, a step along the way, 
an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results but that is the difference 
between the master builder (God) and the worker. We are workers not master builders 
ministers not messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own. 
 
We hold ourselves, and the church we love, up to God. In love, in submission, in prayer. 



God, yours is the future. Keep us faithful, regardless of all else. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

21. Closing Hymn: “Let Us Build a House” (MV 1) or “The Church of Christ in Every Age” (VU 
601) 
 

22. Blessing: 
Erasmus once said of the deeply flawed church to which he belonged, “I will put up with 

this church until I see a better one, and it will put up with me, until I become better. 

Friends—let us find the better—in our church and in ourselves—trusting that Christ has 

founded all of these, “on the rock.” Thanks be to our God, who is most good! 

 
23. Choral Ending: MV 104 “Know That God is Good” or the fourth verse of VU 420, “Go To 

The World” 
 

24. Postlude Music: 
 

Attributions: 

 The Prayer of Confession is adapted from the work of William Sloan Coffin, Jr. 
(1924-2006).  

 The Prayers of the People were adapted from the work of the former Catholic 
Bishop of Saginaw, Ken Untener (1937-2004), although they are most often 
popularly attributed to the late Archbishop Oscar Romero (1917-1980).  

 Special thanks for assistance with the A/V presentation go to John Frazer, 
Jennifer Bentley, and the particular untiring technical assistance of Keith Benard, 
(all of whom are still alive). 

 Thanks to Steve Hardy of The North Bay Nugget, for providing the Nugget cover 
pages to Manitou’s Visioning exercise 

Other Hymn Possibilities include: “There is Room for All” (MV 62), or “I Have Called You By Your 
Name” (MV 161)  



Manitou Conference Priorities 2011-2013 Worship Service 
Bulletin Elements 

 
Thought for the Day: “The Church is an anvil which has worn out many hammers.”  

– Theodore Beza, 16th Century 
 

1. Prelude Music 
2. Opening/Processional Hymn: “The Day You Gave Us, God, is Ended” VU 437  
3. Introduction 
4. Call to Worship: 

The church of Jesus is always reforming, changing, responding to God’s call. 
We treasure the legacy of days past.  
The church of Jesus is always reforming, changing, responding to God’s call. 
We look to the challenge of our future.  
The church of Jesus is always reforming, changing, responding to God’s call. 
In the tension between past and future, God shapes us. 
Let us explore the church- past, present, and future- together. 

25. Introit: “The Church is Wherever” (VU 579) or or “Where Two or Three are Gathered” 
(MV 14) 

5. Prayer of Confession: 
O God, whose mercy is ever faithful and ever sure, who art our refuge and our 
strength in times of trouble—visit us, we beseech thee—for we are a people in 
trouble. We need a hope that is made wise by experience, and undaunted by 
disappointment. We need an anxiety about the future that shows us new ways 
to look at new things but does not unnerve us. Amen. 
(A moment of silence for personal confession) 

6. Assurance of Pardon 
7. Sing: “Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New” (three times) MV115 or “Let Us Talents 

and Tongues Employ” (VU 468) 
8. Children’s Time 
9. The Lord’s Prayer  
10. Scripture Reading:  Matthew 16:13-19 
11. Hymn: Though Ancient Walls (VU 691) or “Draw the Circle Wide” (MV 145) 
12. Presentation: “Where is God Calling Manitou?”  
²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ Ŏŀƭƭǎ aŀƴƛǘƻǳ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΥ 

- To journey into new ways of being church 

- ¢ƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΩ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

justice  

13. Hymn: “As a Fire is Meant for Burning” (VU 578) or “Spirit of the Living God” (VU 376) or 
(VU 639) “One More Step” 

14. Announcements 
15. Offertory 
16. Presentation of the Offering:  



17. Prayers of the People 
26. Closing Hymn: “Let Us Build a House” (MV 1) or “The Church of Christ in Every Age” (VU 

601) 
18. Blessing 
27. Choral Ending: MV 104 “Know That God is Good” or the fourth verse of VU 420, “Go To 

The World” 
19. Postlude Music 

Attributions: 

 The Prayer of Confession is adapted from the work of William Sloan Coffin, Jr. 
(1924-2006).  

 The Prayers of the People were adapted from the work of the former Catholic 
Bishop of Saginaw, Ken Untener (1937-2004), although they are often popularly 
and respectfully attributed to the late Archbishop Oscar Romero (1917-1980).  

 Special thanks for assistance with the A/V presentation go to John Fraser 
(Sudbury), Jennifer Bentley (Timmins), and the particular untiring technical 
assistance of Keith Benard (North Bay), (all of whom are still very much alive!). 

 Thanks to Steve Hardy of The North Bay Nugget, for providing the Nugget cover 
pages to Manitou’s Visioning exercise 
 

 

 

 

 


